Special Edition on Community-based Food Security: Guidelines for Authors
Community-based food security is becoming an important issue in both developed as well as
developing countries. Based on well-recognized international scholarly research (see for instance, FAO
(2009); Pimbert (2008), we define, community-based food security as local communities of a given
region defining their own issues and needs for achieving and maintaining their food security (both
quality and quantity) and then using their own local knowledges, practices, and values alongside with
the scientific approaches in order to reflect, engage into and govern the development action that leads
to achieving their food security goals. The following are suggested themes for this special issue on
community food security:
1)
Local innovations within community food security, food sovereignty with special reference to
local and indigenous communities facing agricultural and ecological challenges, such as climate change
2)
Community-based initiative, policies, practices that demonstrate effective reconciliation of local
food security and biodiversity conservation
3)
Issues and initiatives focused on revitalization of small-scale farming system by local and
indigenous communities in forest regions
4)
Issues and challenges faced by socially-economically marginalized and indigenous communities
in meeting their local food security and nutritional needs and ensuring sustainable future
5)
Local and Indigenous agriculture management systems as sustainable food production systems
6)
Community based initiatives demonstrating effective and sustainable agriculture land-use
(production) by local and indigenous communities
7)
Local, Indigenous Agrarian movements for achieving community food security
8)
Critical review and analysis of recent legislative or policy changes on local community-based
food security or food sovereignty
9)
Vision, perspectives, challenges and experiences of community-based and indigenous
governance models to community food security.
10)
Case studies on the role of Women in maintaining community-based food security
11)
Case studies on social and transformative learning for community-based food security.
12)
Local cultural and customary practices, indigenous knowledges and values and communitybased conservation initiatives that focused on local food production, processing, and consumption
13)
Lessons learned from the international experiences on partnership projects on food security
14) Issues, challenges and perspectives on protection of traditional rights of access, harvesting,
production, consumption and marketing of local food resources
15) Issues and Innovations in market value chains while securing community-based food security
We invite manuscripts from researchers, academics, community development practitioners, and
students in this special edition on Community food security within three categories:
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A) Research Articles: These include original contributions based on empirical, scientific, communitybased research with less than 10,000 words including Tables, figures and list of references. The
suggested structure is as follows:
1) Introduction: (Context or background that positions the topic and its relevance with indication of key
scholarly literature and statement establishing the need for research);
2) Clear Aim/purpose statement and maximum three inter-related and specific research
objectives/research questions
3) Critical review of literature (key references included, organize literature in at least 3
themes/categories as they relate to your research questions/objectives, must include key and recent
references, must indicate clear gaps in past literature)
4) Research methods: (Selection of Sites participants/communities; provide map/visuals/photographs as
appropriate; Detail description of data collection tools/instruments/methods on how each
objective/research question will be satisfied/addressed (e.g., indicates how interviews were recorded
and how consents were obtained) how data were transcribed, mention any sensitive issues in data
collection (place, gender, local cultural aspects etc.), provide details on the community-based protocols
and rules for recording/ data collection, Clear description on how data were analyzed)
5) Findings and Discussion: Present key findings into themes/ pattern, make sure your results/findings
flow from the methods you used and address all the research questions/objectives, use relevant
literature (from Section 3) to compare and contrast findings
6) Conclusions and Implications: Provide succinct conclusions by revisiting findings reported in
Section 4; Provide a concise description on how your research findings help enhance the contributions
outcome of indigenous food sovereignty, What are the implications of your research (further
replication, generation of new research insights, enhance understanding of existing dimensions of
community food sovereignty; provide new ideas that can inform, enrich or transform existing policies/
community practice related to community food security)
B) Review papers: These include original contributions which are reviewing published papers and
other peer-reviewed publications in the field of community food security with less than 5,000 words.
An analytic or critical review paper intended here is not the conventional book review; rather
it summarizes, comments on, and critically assesses the relevant scholarly works focusing on the
specific issues and theoretical concerns connected to community food security. Keeping this scope in
mind, review papers should significantly contribute to the greater overall understanding of an issue by
underlining the strengths of earlier works, highlight and gaps or limitations and offer opportunities and
directions for research that could inform, enrich or transform the understanding and community-based
practice or policies on community food security. Reviewers cannot review their own work or a works
of that nature which there is a conflict of interest. The suggested structure is as follows:
1) Introduction: Brief background of the theme/category being reviewed with recognition of all
original authors, brief summary of the central idea/argument and its relevance to community
food security.
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2) Critical review and reflection of content: theoretical and methodological issue and concerns,
unacknowledged biases that may impact the findings and conclusions drawn in earlier works, ,
the differences in contexts/study community, appropriateness and relevance of theoretical
/methodological angles or issues and that can affect interpretation of results, other unconsidered
issues and factors.
3) Conclusion and Implications of these findings: Clear description and discussion summarizing
gaps and inadequacies based on analysis on Section B.2, Indication of measures to address
identified gaps/ inadequacies, outlining areas of further research or opportunities for revisions
in further revised studies in similar direction based on reflection and analysis
C) Commentaries: These are short scholarly pieces of less than 3000 words based on critical
reflection of contemporary community-based food security issue or regional or national policies that
affect community food security issues. (It can also be shaped by a scholarly discussion on any theme of
community food security based on recently published article/s or grassroots innovative
approaches/practices that relates to community food security and is important enough to warrant further
elaboration or critical discussion. Such Commentary debates specific issues/policies within a subject
area rather than the whole field, explains the implications of the article and puts it in context. We would
generally discourage opinions unless they are supported by facts and statistics. The suggested structure
is as follows:
1) Introduction: Defining the item (bill/policy/legislation) and how it connects to one or any
themes of community food security.
2) Literature Review: Background surrounding and brief explanation of the justification and cause
for creation with specific mention of at what point the legislation is at (i.e currently being
debated, recently passed, recently implemented etc.) , Assessment of Scholarly debate (with
relevant examples and data from secondary peer-reviewed sources) that documents historical
progression and impacts of policies/practice/legislation on communities of a given
region/community
3) Reflection and Commentary: Revisiting the debate with critical commentary (in author’s voice)
on the contents of the item and outlining its potential impact. Use data and examples from the
past literature to support your arguments than expressing opinions surrounding the expected
outcome of the item.
4) Conclusion and Recommendations: Concluding remarks, importance of your perspective and
analysis. How does your commentary enhance understanding of existing dimensions of
community food sovereignty; provide new ideas that can inform, enrich or transform existing
policies/ community practice related to community food security.
We expect that submissions will adhere to accepted peer-reviewed standards of research methodology,
providing substantial evidence to support clear and well-argued central ideas s and employ accepted
forms of citation suited to each discipline. Authors should carefully consider our diverse audience
which consists of interdisciplinary scholars and community development practitioners (individuals and
organizations) from a variety of disciplines. We ask authors to avoid jargon and fully explain any
methodology or results in plain language. In the subject line and covering letter please clearly
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indicate the applicable category (Research Articles, Review papers, Commentaries) of your
manuscript.
Please include all contributing authors’ names. According to Journal guidelines, The 'author' is
generally considered to be someone who has made substantive intellectual contributions to a published
study. To qualify as an author one should 1) have made contributions to conception and design, or
acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data; 2) have been involved in drafting the
manuscript or revising it critically for important intellectual content; 3) have given final approval of the
version to be published; and 4) agree to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that
questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and
resolved. Each author should have participated sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for
appropriate portions of the content. Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of
the research group, alone, does not justify authorship.
Ensure that the following items are present along with your submission:
 Abstract: Please provide an abstract of up to 250 words. The abstract should not contain
any undefined abbreviations or unspecified references.
 E-mail address of corresponding author
 Names and Designations of all contributors
 Telephone and emails
 Keywords: Please provide 4 to 6 keywords which can be used for indexing purposes.
 All tables (including title , and footnotes)
 All figures (including title)
Important considerations:
 Please use double line spacing, Times New Roman Text, 12 Point Size font with minimum
1.25” margin on each side.
 Microsoft Word (doc or docx) are acceptable for the main manuscript document
 All pages should be numbered and centered using normal numbering style (page 1, 2 ….).
 Footnotes are permitted, but its usage should be limited. Endnotes are not permitted.
 Please do not format the text in multiple columns. Be consistent.
 Special characters may be included. If you are unable to reproduce a particular special
character, please type out the name of the symbol in full. Please ensure that all special
characters used are embedded in the text, otherwise they will be lost during conversion to PDF.
 Vernacular terms and scientific names should be mentioned in italics, and authors are
encouraged to refer and follow APA (social sciences) formatting style
 Acronyms should be minimally used and when used must be spelled out in full at least at the
first occurrence.
 Manuscript must be spellchecked and grammar-checked before final submission.
 All references mentioned in the Reference list should follow APA are cited in the text, and vice
versa.
 Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other sources (including the
Web). Journal or editors are not responsible for legal implications from such use
Headings
Primary Headings
 Please enter the text unjustified in CAPITAL, without hyphenating words at line breaks.
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 Standard headings INTRODUCTION, METHODS, RESULTS, DISCUSSION,
CONCLUSION, LITERATURE CITED) should be used preferentially (if appropriate) but
thematic headings are also acceptable
 Center Justified. e.g. LITERATURE CITED
Secondary headings
 Left-justified on a line by themselves
 bolded
 lowercase except for initial letter of the first word e.g., Specific features of community food
security
Tertiary headings
 left-justified on a line by themselves
 italicized
 lowercase except for initial letter of the first word e.g., Community-based food security
 Capitalize only the first word, and proper nouns, in the title.
Send a full manuscript and all necessary accompanying information to shaileshuwinnipeg@gmail.com
with a copy to sainathpati2011@gmail.com. The e-mail submission itself will serve as the submission
letter and should indicate that the paper has not been published elsewhere, in whole or in part, and that
it has not been submitted simultaneously for publication elsewhere.
Citation Guidelines: (Taken from Online Writing Guide at Purdue University)
Basic Format for Books
Author, A. A. (Year of publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle. Location: Publisher.
Calfee, R. C., & Valencia, R. R. (1991). APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal publication.
Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.
Edited Book, No Author
Duncan, G. J., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (Eds.). (1997). Consequences of growing up poor. New York, NY:
Russell Sage Foundation.
Edited Book with an Author or Authors
Plath, S. (2000). The unabridged journals. K. V. Kukil (Ed.). New York, NY: Anchor
Article from a Database
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume
number, page range. Retrieved from http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/ on May 1, 2014
Smyth, A. M., Parker, A. L., & Pease, D. L. (2002). A study of enjoyment of peas. Journal of
Abnormal Eating, 8(3), 120-125. Retrieved from http://www.articlehomepage.com/full/url/
Newspaper Article
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Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Newspaper. Retrieved from
http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/
Parker-Pope, T. (2008, May 6). Psychiatry handbook linked to drug industry. The New York Times.
Retrieved from http://well.blogs.nytimes.com
Online Lecture Notes and Presentation Slides
When citing online lecture notes, be sure to provide the file format in brackets after the lecture title
(e.g. PowerPoint slides, Word document)
Roberts, K. F. (1998). Federal regulations of chemicals in the environment [PowerPoint slides]. Retrieved
from http://siri.uvm.edu/ppt/40hrenv/index.html on (Date retreived)
Non-periodical Web Document, Web Page, or Report
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of document. Retrieved from http://Web
address, Date retrieved
Angeli, E., Wagner, J., Lawrick, E., Moore, K., Anderson, M., Soderland, L., & Brizee, A. (2010, May
5). General format. Retrieved from http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
Further information on how to cite all types of sources and up to date APA formatting rules and
regulations please consult APA style formatting and citation writing guide at Purdue University
OWL found at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/.
What will happen after you submit manuscript:
Given the expected date of publishing this special issue in mid-August 2014, we request you and
potential contributors to send the full manuscript and all necessary accompanying information to
(Editors email here) latest by July 17, 2014. The e-mail itself will serve as the submission letter and
should indicate that the paper has not been published elsewhere, in whole or in part, and that it has not
been submitted simultaneously for publication elsewhere.
Articles are subject to peer-review by at least two members of the intentional editorial board and
invited adhoc reviewers, who are experts in various fields. The peer-reviewers will evaluate each
article on the basis of originality, strength of argumentation, soundness of methodology, rigour of
research as well as writing style. For this special issue, we do not solicit any general writings, opinion
pieces and book reviews. Your name and identifiers will be removed from the manuscripts and other
accompanying documents. We expect to complete the peer-review process within 15 days and will
provide decision along with comments/feedback from peer-reviewers and editors. The final decision of
acceptance for all submitted manuscripts for this special issue will be taken by the editors based on
comments/feedback of peer-reviewers and quality of work. If accepted for publication in this journal,
the author(s) must agree not to publish it elsewhere in the same form, in English or any other language,
without the written consent of the editors. All manuscript will be evaluated and provided feedback into
3 categories: a) Accepted, with minor revision; b) Accepted with major revisions; c) Rejected.
Manuscripts that do not follow the guidelines will not be considered for peer-review process. Editor’s
decision will be final with regards to acceptance of manuscript.
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